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People have sometimes said to me that they were
rather shocked at the private conversations held in
Italian churches, and at seeing a young man kissing
a young girl behind the ear whilst she is crossing
herself with holy water.   But the Italian considers
the church as if it were his own home, and he were
in the presence of a most loving, understanding
Father, who takes an interest in everything His
child does and is the first to rejoice if He sees him
happy.    No  people have  better  understood  the
words of the psalmist: " Servite Domino in Icetitia "
(Serve the Lord with gladness) than the Italians,
The word " Feast" has in Italy a significance of
its own.  All the religious commemorations, except
those of Holy Week, are called feste (feast days), a
word which expresses rejoicing and gladness, much
more than piety.   The days of obligation ordained
by the church, on which all have to go to Mass, are
in the Italian villages kept as a fete day, in which
all the villagers, after having been to Mass in their
Sunday clothes, go to the tavern to drink and enjoy
themselves.  The church bells ring out their joyous
peal, and in the evening there is, even in the smallest
village, a display of fireworks which always has a
great fascination for the Italian people.  One of the
greatest religious attractions for not only Italians of
all classes, but for the Roman Catholics of the whole
world, is to see St. Peter's in Rome. For most, this
feeling is in no way connected with its architectural
splendour, historical importance, or the untold art
treasures it contains.   The cupola of Michelangelo
represents for them a luminous beacon, showing
them a $afe harbour which shelters them from the
dangerous currents of doubt and uncertainty, and